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BIRTHDAY

Rtn.(Dr.) Anindya Basu
DOB: 27th April

Harsimran
DS/o PP Rtn Amarjit singh 

Thethi
DOB: 26th April

Mrs. Sunanda
W/o PP Rtn.Anindya Bose

DOB: 1st May

MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARY

Mrs. Suvra Bhowmick & PP 
Rtn. Anjan Kumar Bhowmick

DOA: 22nd April

Mrs. Sunetra Bhattacharya & PP 
Rtn. Kaushik bhattacharya

DOA: 27th April

HAPPY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Leadership Development: Rotary’s Commitment to Excellence

Rotary International is dedicated to 
empowering leaders through a variety of 
dynamic leadership development programs, 
designed to enhance skills, knowledge, and 
networking for both Rotarians and emerging 
leaders. The Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) 
play a crucial role in this journey by offering 
insightful training divided into three engaging 
parts: RLI-1, RLI-2, and RLI-3, all focused on 
cultivating exceptional leadership abilities 
within the Rotary community.

On April 6, 2025, had the pleasure of hosting the RLI-1 program, organized by the enthusiastic team at Rotary District 3291, 
right at the iconic Rotary Sadan. This thoughtfully designed event featured a lineup of distinguished speakers, all respected 
Rotarians, who shared their invaluable expertise.

Opening Session Highlights :
- A warm inauguration by District Governor Krishnendu Gupta, setting a positive tone
- Engaging self-introductions from participants, fostering connection right from the start
Inspiring Sessions Included:
- "My Rotary, My World" with PDG Angshuman Bandhopadhyay
- "My Leadership in Rotary" led by PDG Debashis Mitra
- "Ethics, Vocational Service, Bylaws, and Constitution" with PP Rtn Anjan Ray
- "Engaging Members" by DMC PDG Ravi Sehgal
- "Technology in Rotary" presented by PP Rtn Bhaswati Ghosh
- "Creating Service Projects" by PDG Ajay Agarwal
- "Our Foundation" shared by DRFC PDG Sudip Mukherjee

Closing Session: 
- Inspiring summary by District Governor Krishnendu Gupta

The program was attended by Rtn. Sanghamitra Dutta Gupta from the Rotary Club of Behala. In her feedback, she described 
the workshop as truly informative and enriching for her knowledge as a Rotarian. She expressed her gratitude for what she 
called an enlightening experience, emphasizing how the insights gained during the workshop have enhanced her journey as a 
Rotarian. She found the insights shared by the facilitators to be eye-opening.

Community Service: Lunch Donation to local Orphanage by Rotarian
The orphanage, “Free to be Kids,” was established by Mr. Vinu, a philanthropist, 
to support the welfare of orphans and underprivileged children whose parents 
cannot afford their education and other needs. It is located near the Cancer 
Hospital in Thakurpukur. 

On Sunday, April 6th, 2025, PP Rtn. Amaresh Bhattacharya and his wife, Mrs. 
Shikha Bhattacharya, planned to organize lunch for fifty children under the 
auspices of the Rotary Club of Behala. During this event, Mr. Amaresh 
Bhattacharya expressed his commitment to serving the community, as is 
expected of a Rotarian.
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On April 5, 2025, from 3 PM to 5 PM, we 
gathered at Rotary Sadan for the Vibrant Club 
Workshop, and it truly was a success! Members 
and guests came together to brainstorm 
impactful community initiatives and projects. The 
afternoon was filled with dynamic discussions, 
inspiring presentations, and a revitalized 
dedication to serving our community. It was an 
uplifting experience for everyone involved!

Did you know that the United States, the birthplace of Rotary, has seen a decline of 
over 100,000 members in the past two decades? This is a surprising trend that 
many may not be aware of. At the recent Vision 2030 Conclave in Madurai, the 
incoming Rotary International (RI) President, Mario de Camargo, shared his 
genuine concern about this decline, particularly in certain regions. However, it’s 
worth celebrating that India stands out with remarkable growth, shining as a 
beacon of hope!

De Camargo shared three scenarios for Rotary’s future. First, he painted an 
optimistic picture of hope and growth. It’s inspiring to see membership increases in 
several Asian countries: Taiwan saw a fantastic rise of 127%, India grew by 
103%, the Philippines increased by 52%, and Korea found a 35% boost in 

membership. Just imagine—from 85,000 Rotarians two decades ago, India now boasts an incredible 172,000 members! De 
Camargo emphasizes this period because he’s committed to genuine growth—not growth fueled by artificial numbers or fake clubs. 
Our mission is to foster a vibrant and sustainable Rotary for the long haul.

While celebrating India’s success, De Camargo also reminded Indian Rotarians to maintain their integrity: “India is thriving, but let’s 
cherish those numbers and avoid any bad behavior; it’s simply not worth risking your hard-earned achievement.”

In the second scenario, which reflected minimal decline, he pointed out that countries like Brazil, Mexico, and Italy experienced slight 
decreases—Brazil by 2%, Mexico by 6%, and Italy by 4%. While some may see this as stability, De Camargo believes it represents 
stagnation. Specifically for Brazil, he noted that the membership has remained stationary at around 50,000 for two decades.

Turning his attention to France, where he charmingly spoke in French to connect with his audience, he noted that France had lost 8,000 
members, while Germany gained 16,000! It’s remarkable how different experiences can be across regions.

The third scenario highlighted some concerning areas, or "danger zones," where Rotary is facing membership declines. In particular, 
the US has seen a dramatic drop of 29%, Australia by 36%, Canada by 34%, and Great Britain and Ireland by 33%. The loss in the 
US alone exceeds 100,000 Rotarians since 2004, which is quite alarming.

Recently, De Camargo engaged with attendees at two institutes in the US, many of whom were unaware of the severity of this issue. He 
challenged them with a courageous question: “What action do you plan to take? If we remain inactive, in 10 to 15 years, we might see 
the headquarters of Rotary shift from Chicago to Delhi!”

Displaying a chart illustrating new club formations, De Camargo revealed exciting insights. From 2021 to 2023, Central and 
Southeast Asia added 296 new Rotary clubs, while India led the way with an impressive 658! This strong evidence shows a direct 
correlation between new clubs and membership growth. In contrast, Japan, which is also experiencing decline, added only 9 clubs, 
whereas Latin America added 218 and Great Britain and Ireland 26, effectively lowering the average age of Rotarians there from 
79 to 73. He pondered aloud, “Who would join a club with an average age of 73? What legacy can we create in a club where many 
members are in their later years?”

Dr. Siddhartha Chakraborty

Reversing the Decline: Strategies for Growth
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During this same timeframe, the US and Canada managed to add merely 109 new clubs out of their combined 9,000 clubs. This 
stagnation can be likened to not nurturing the next generation; without new members, there’s no future. In several regions, this 
stagnation is rooted in resistance to change and a tendency to shy away from confronting the realities we face. De Camargo's 
straightforward message resonates powerfully: “If you don’t adapt, you risk perishing. It’s that straightforward!”

Let’s embrace this challenge as an opportunity for growth and renewal. Together, we can make a difference and ensure that Rotary 
continues to thrive for generations to come!

Reference: Rotary News

Igniting  the Vision for a Healthier Society : Rotary International's 

Passionate Commitment

Discover the Heart of Rotary

The journey of Rotary began with the inspiring vision of one 
remarkable individual: Paul Harris. On February 23, 1905, this 
forward-thinking Chicago attorney launched the Rotary Club of 
Chicago with a simple yet powerful goal – to create a space for 
professionals from all walks of life to exchange ideas and cultivate 
lasting friendships. As the years have gone by, Rotary's mission 
blossomed, embracing a broader commitment to humanitarian 
service that makes a real difference in communities worldwide.

Welcome to Rotary International

Rotary International stands as a vibrant global service organization, 
bringing together passionate business and professional leaders who 
are dedicated to humanitarian efforts, the nurturing of high ethical 

standards, and the promotion of peace and understanding across borders. It’s a place where one can truly 
feel the power of connection and collaboration.

The Rotary wheel, with its distinctive design, symbolizes the heart of our organization. With 24 cogs 
radiating from a central hub, it beautifully captures the multifaceted nature of our mission:

1. Service: Illustrating our dedication to meaningful service.

2. Fellowship: Celebrating the strong bonds of camaraderie among Rotarians.

Our official colors, blue and gold, represent our core values:

- Blue: Resonating with truth, loyalty, and unwavering integrity.

- Gold: A reflection of warmth, friendship, and the brilliance of sunshine.

Symbolism That Inspires

Among our cherished symbols, two stand out:

1. The Four-Way Test: A beacon of Rotary's ethical foundation.

2. Our Rotary Motto: "Service above Self," a heartfelt reminder of our commitment to uplifting others.

The Four-Way Test

This guiding principle serves as a thoughtful compass for Rotarians and consists of four pivotal questions:

1. Is it the truth?

2. Is it fair to all concerned?

3. Will it build goodwill and better friendships?

4. Will it be beneficial to all involved?

This motto beautifully encapsulates our promise to serve others with integrity while fostering goodwill, 
understanding, and peace worldwide.

Our Core Values

At the foundation of Rotary are our cherished values:

1. Service above Self: Always placing the needs of others first.
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2. Integrity: Standing firm in honesty, transparency, and ethical practice.

3. Fellowship: Cultivating genuine connections and friendships.

4. Diversity and Inclusion: Welcoming differences and promoting inclusivity within our communities.

Focusing on What Matters

Rotary is committed to addressing some of the most pressing challenges facing society today through our 
focused areas of impact:

1. Poverty Reduction: Working tirelessly to alleviate poverty and drive economic development.

2. Disease Prevention and Treatment: Actively combating diseases like polio and malaria, and advocating 
for health initiatives worldwide.

3. Water and Sanitation: Ensuring access to clean water and safe sanitation facilities for all.

4. Education: Championing educational initiatives and literacy programs that empower individuals and 
communities.

5. Peace and Conflict Resolution: Spreading peace and resolving conflicts through education, dialogue, 
and proactive community engagement.

The Impact We Make Together

Rotary has made a lasting impact around the globe:

1. Polio Eradication: We take pride in our significant contributions to the global fight against polio.

2. Community Development: Our clubs are champions of local community improvement initiatives.

3. Disaster Response:  We offer crucial humanitarian assistance in times of disaster.

How You Can Get Involved

We invite you to join us in making a positive impact! Here are some ways to dive into the Rotary experience:

- Become a Rotarian: Connect with a local Rotary club and engage in community service projects that 
resonate with you.

- Join Rotaract Clubs: Tailored for young professionals aged 18-30, these clubs are perfect for developing 
leadership skills and organizing impactful service activities.

- Participate in Interact Clubs: Designed for young people aged 12-18, these clubs focus on community 
service and exciting projects.

- Get Involved with Rotary Action Groups: Collaborate with experts in various fields on meaningful service 
projects.

- Join Rotary Fellowships: Share your hobbies and vocational interests with fellow Rotarians and friends 
from around the world.

Tips for Successful Projects

For a successful Rotary project, consider these thoughtful strategies:

- Engage the Community:  Understand local needs to create effective solutions.

- Forge Partnerships: Collaborate with local organizations and other Rotary clubs to amplify your impact.

- Plan with Purpose: Develop a detailed plan that includes a budget, timeline, and communication strategy.

- Aim for Sustainability: Consider the long-term viability and potential growth of your project.

Finding Your Local Club

Ready  to get involved? Here’s how to find a Rotary club near you:

1. Visit the Rotary International website to discover clubs in your area.

2. Reach out to local clubs and learn more about their projects and membership opportunities.

3. Attend club meetings or events to connect with the community and explore ways to participate.

Join us on this inspiring journey of service, friendship, and making a difference in the world!
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Minutes of the Club Assembly  and 2693rdRegular Club Meeting of Rotary Club of 
Behala held at Malik Guest House at 6.30 PM on 3rd April 2025

l Our enthusiastic Club President, Rtn Angshuman Bhattacharya, kicked off the 2693rd Rotary Club 
Meeting (RCM) with a warm welcome to everyone present. He set a positive tone for the gathering, 
starting off with the uplifting National Anthem, beautifully led by our cherished Past President, Rtn 
Indu Bhusan Das.

l Exciting news was shared as President Rtn Angshuman Bhattacharya announced an eye camp 
scheduled for April 5th! This fantastic event will take place in partnership with our Rotary 
Community Corps (RCC) at the Dhosa and Dakshin Barasat Eye Hospital. He warmly encouraged 
all members to get involved in this meaningful initiative. 

l Additionally, we were thrilled to hear that two new individuals have shown a genuine interest in 
joining our welcoming club! Our dedicated Club Membership Chair, PP Rtn Debabrata Joardar, 
will facilitate their onboarding. Let's warmly welcome them to our family!

l Mark your calendars for another wonderful opportunity! We have a Vibrant Club Workshop 
coming up on April 5th from 3 PM to 5 PM at Rotary Sadan. It’s a great chance for our President 
Elect, Secretary Elect, and Club Membership Chair to gather insights that will strengthen our club 
even further!

l In an exciting update, PP Rtn Dr. Siddhartha Chakraborty shared an inspiring email from a fellow 
Rotarian in the USA about a proposed visit by a team of Rotarians to West Bengal in early 2026. 
He invited them to visit our RCC at Chandanpiri, and the response from our members was 
incredibly positive!

l PE Rtn Sanghamitra Datta Gupta shared important dates for the upcoming Rotary year 2025-26, 
confirming that the installation date is set for July 11, 2025. We’re looking forward to thrilling new 
beginnings!

l PP Rtn Bikash Dutta reminded us that we’ve submitted documentation for our signature project 
"Water for Toilets," but we need your generous support to complete 100 units this year. President 
Rtn Angshuman passionately encouraged everyone to contribute to our Trust Fund for this vital 
cause.

l In the absence of our Club Secretary, Rtn Shuvratav Mitra, our capable officiating Secretary, PP 
Rtn Amaresh Bhattacharya, guided us through the regular business.

l The next RCM is set for April 17, 2025, at the Malik Guest House at 6:30 PM. We confirmed the 
minutes of our last meeting, and we wrapped up on a high note with a heartfelt vote of thanks to 
the chair.

l Together, let’s keep up the great work and make a significant impact in our community!

RTN ANGSHUMAN BHATTACHARYA 
PRESIDENT RC BEHALA- 2024-25 

RTN STEPHANIE URCHICK 
RI PRESIDENT-2024-25 

RTN DR KRISHNENDU GUPTA 
DISTRICT GOVERNOR-2024-25 

RTN SUNIT ROY 
CLUB EDITOR 2024-25

MINUTES OF MEETING

Total members : 36.  Members present : 13.


